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	UA 076/25

	Restore legal status for asylum seeker

	TÜRKIYE


Syrian asylum seeker Ahmad Aabo, who has lived in Türkiye since 2012, had his temporary protection status revoked in 2023 after being diagnosed with HIV and assigned a security code on grounds that «he carries a communicable disease». In 2024, he was detained for six months in deportation centres in Istanbul and Adana, where he reported facing cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment. He was released in October 2024 following the removal of the security code and the withdrawal of the deportation order against him. However, the authorities have not yet restored his temporary protection status, leaving him without access to the free medical care he urgently needs. Turkish authorities must restore his temporary protection status and all associated rights, including access to essential healthcare.
Ahmad Aabo, 29, arrived in Türkiye in 2012 as an unaccompanied minor. He regularised his status in 2017 by applying for temporary protection as a Syrian asylum seeker. In September 2023, he was made aware of his HIV-positive status following a blood donation with the Red Crescent. He was able to access treatment, including retro viral drugs and medical examination at state hospitals for eight months. However, in April 2024, when Ahmad Aabo went for a check-up to obtain a new prescription, he was informed that his social security was no longer active. He was instructed to present himself at the Kumkapı District Migration Management Directorate, which he did, only to be placed in administrative detention at the Arnavutköy Removal Centre in Istanbul.
Between April and July 2024, Ahmad Aabo was denied access to the medication necessary to control his infection. During his detention, he was kept in isolation and reported being subjected to cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment, including having food thrown at him through the door of his cell and being verbally abused because of his sexual orientation and HIV status. In July 2024, through his own efforts, he was referred to a hospital and received medication that successfully brought his viral load under control. In October 2024, the deportation order was withdrawn, and the G-78 security code was lifted. He was released from administrative detention and instructed to present himself to the Kumkapı District Migration Management Directorate to reapply for the temporary protection status. However, in December 2024, his application was rejected on vague grounds of «threat to public order and security». Subsequent requests to suspend the execution of the decision denying the restoration of his temporary protection were rejected in January and June 2025. Ahmad Aabo’s substantive appeal against this decision is still pending before the Istanbul Administrative Court No. 1.
Since 2014, Syrians seeking protection in Türkiye are registered as asylum seekers under temporary protection, a status that gives them access to services including health, education, social services and have the right to work under the Temporary Protection Regulations. Article 12 of the Regulations outlines the circumstances in which temporary protection may be removed, none of which includes the presence of a communicable disease. Additionally, Türkiye has ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, meaning it has an obligation to ensure access to the right to health of all without discrimination.
TAKE ACTION
1. Write an appeal in your own words or use the model letter on page 2.
1. Please take action before 4 February 2026.
1. Preferred language: Turkish, English. You can also write in your own language.
1. INFO POSTAGE: Post delivery is possible to almost all countries. Please check at the Swiss Post whether letters are currently being delivered to the destination country. 
If not, please send by email, fax or social media and/or via the embassy with the request for forwarding to the named person. Thank you !
	APPEALS TO
	COPIES TO

	Mr. Hüseyin Kök
Presidency of Migration Management
Çamlıca Mahallesi 122. Cadde No:4 
Yenimahalle/ANKARA
Türkiye
Email: gocidaresi@goc.gov.tr
Fax: +90 312 422 09 00-99
	Botschaft der Republik Türkei
Lombachweg 33
Postfach 34
3000 Bern 15
Fax: 031 352 88 19
E-Mail: botschaft.bern@mfa.gov.tr

	 Social media guidance and additional targets see online: amnesty.ch UA 076/25






AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL  Schweizer Sektion . Section Suisse . Sezione Svizzera . Speichergasse 33 . Postfach . 3001 Bern
T: +41 31 307 22 22 . ua@amnesty.ch . amnesty.ch
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________


Mr. Hüseyin Kök
Presidency of Migration Management
Çamlıca Mahallesi 122. Cadde No:4 
Yenimahalle/ANKARA
Türkiye
________________________

Dear Mr. Hüseyin Kök,
I am writing to request your urgent intervention to ensure that temporary protection status of Syrian asylum seeker Ahmad Aabo is restored, in line with the October 2024 decision to lift the G-78 security code imposed on him and the associated deportation order against him.
Ahmad Aabo has lived in Türkiye since 2012 when he arrived as an unaccompanied minor, fleeing persecution due to his perceived sexual orientation. He has endured tremendous trauma and survived attempts on his life before settling in Türkiye, where he has been under temporary protection since 2017. In 2023, he was diagnosed with HIV and began treatment immediately.
However, in 2024, with the assignation of the G-78 security code, his temporary protection status was revoked, and he was detained for a total of six months in Arnavutköy and Adana removal centres. Ahmad Aabo has described the inhumane conditions and treatment he endured while held in the Arnavutköy removal centre, which may amount to torture and other forms of ill-treatment.
Despite the decisions to lift the security code and to withdraw the deportation order against him, Ahmad Aabo’s temporary protection status has not been restored. As a result, he remains unable to access free healthcare he urgently needs, including the retroviral medication and medical checks that are vital for his wellbeing.
I urge you to intervene immediately to restore Ahmad Aabo’s temporary protection status, thus enabling him to access free medical care necessary to protect his health. 

Yours sincerely,
________________________
Copie
Botschaft der Republik Türkei, Lombachweg 33, Postfach 34, 3000 Bern 15
Fax: 031 352 88 19 / E-Mail: botschaft.bern@mfa.gov.tr


