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Minister of interior
Eskandar Momeni
c/o Embassy of Iran to the United Nations
Chemin du Petit-Saconnex 28
1209 Geneva
________________________

Dear Mr. Eskandar Momeni
I am alarmed by the Iranian authorities’ ongoing and unprecedented mass expulsions of over a million Afghans, including unaccompanied and separated children, refugees and asylum seekers, individuals born in Iran to Afghan parents and Afghans living in Iran for decades, since the start of 2025. This pattern has escalated since 1 June 2025, according to UN Refugee UN Refugee UN Refugee Agency (UN-HCR), with millions more Afghans at risk. This comes amid severe human rights and humanitarian crises in Afghanistan, where many of those returned face imminent risk of persecution and human rights violations by the Taliban.
After the escalation of hostilities between Israel and Iran on 13 June 2025, the mass expulsions further escalated. On 22 June 2025, state media quoted an official from Iran’s border force saying «all unauthorized nationals must leave Iran» – a term often used by the authorities to refer to Afghans. The unlawful expulsion campaign has involved home raids, stop-and-searches, arbitrary arrests and forcible returns of people with nothing but the clothes on their backs. Iranian officials have intensified their use of dehumanizing rhetoric against Afghans, fuelling hate speech and hate crimes. They are also depriving Afghans, including children, of socioeconomic rights, including primary and secondary education and healthcare.
Those forcibly returned to Afghanistan, including women and girls, artists, dissidents, former officials, journalists and human rights defenders, face a real risk of human rights violations by the Taliban. Under the non-refoulement principle, as laid out in international law, states are prohibited from returning anyone to a country where they would be at real risk of violations. If returned to Afghanistan, woman and girls would be deprived of their human rights, including the rights to freedom of expression, belief, education, work, freedom of movement, protection from torture and other ill-treatment and bodily autonomy. All states, including Iran, must recognize Afghan women and girls as refugees and not return them to Afghanistan where the Taliban commit the crime against humanity of gender persecution against them.
I call on you to immediately stop the mass expulsion of Afghans and provide all Afghans in Iran with protection, including a regular migration status that protects them from refoulement. I further call on the Iranian authorities to protect all Afghans in Iran from arbitrary arrest, torture and other ill-treatment and discrimination, including in access to housing, healthcare and education. All Afghan women and girls must be recognized as refugees and anyone arbitrarily detained based on their Afghan identity and/or nationality must be immediately released.

Yours sincerely,
________________________
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