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Presidente de la República Nicolas Maduro 
Palacio de Miraflores
Av. Nte. 10, Caracas 1012
Caracas, Venezuela
c/o Botschaft der Bolivarischen Republik Venezuela
Waldeggstrasse 47
Postfach 237 
3097 Liebefeld
________________________

Mr Nicolás Maduro,
We take note of the disclosure of Eduardo Torres’ detention on 13 May, as stated in an irregular announcement on social media by the Attorney General. Despite also noting other authorities’ statements on him being held at the Bolivarian National Intelligence Service center in El Helicoide, Caracas, we remain profoundly concerned about his safety.
We remain equally concerned over the fate and rights of other human rights defenders also arbitrarily detained for their work and activism in El Helicoide, including Javier Tarazona, detained since 2 July 2021; Rocío San Miguel, detained on 9 February 2024 and who requires urgent surgery and rehabilitation; Carlos Julio Rojas, detained since 15 April 2024; and Kennedy Tejeda, detained on 2 August 2024.
Almost 900 other politically motivated arbitrary detainees, including nationals from Spain, the US, Uruguay, Colombia, and Ukraine, amongst other nationalities, are currently being unfairly held in Venezuelan detention centres, suffering an endless list of other human rights violations. These include, but are not limited to, enforced disappearance in the days following their detention, torture and other cruel, in-human or degrading treatment, denial of trusted legal defence, withholding medical care, incommunicado detention, and being accused of unsubstantiated crimes.
It is also gravely concerning to note that these detentions come hand in hand with smear campaigns and criminalization of human rights organizations and their leaders, such is the case of Oscar Murillo and PROVEA. The harassment, threats and detention of human rights defenders and the attacks on civil society more broadly must cease immediately, including by repealing the so-called «anti-NGO law» as well as other abusive and arbitrary legislation.
We insist in reminding all Venezuelan authorities that these possible crimes under international law and grave human rights violations are being monitored and scrutinized by international justice and account-ability mechanisms, including the UN and the International Criminal Court.
We call for the immediate and unconditional release of Eduardo Torres, Javier Tarazona, Rocío San Miguel, Carlos Julio Rojas, and Kennedy Tejeda, and all arbitrary detainees in Venezuela, and that you ensure their rights to life, physical integrity, and to a fair trial. Finally, we demand a stop to all attacks on civic space.
Yours sincerely,
________________________
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